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January 6, 2021 
 
On behalf of the over 800 Representatives and Senators who are members of FMC: 
 
When blood is shed in the US Capitol, how can you not stand on the right side of 
history? When the right to peacefully assemble is commandeered by a seditious mob 
wrapping itself in the very flag brave men died for on the beaches of Normandy, 
how can you not weep for our democracy? When elected representatives are 
threatened with violence for carrying out their constitutional duty, how can you not 
be filled with fear for the future of our ability to self-govern?  There no longer is a 
question where the line is between right or wrong.  There no longer is a gray area 
leaving room for interpretation what constitutes acceptable political behavior.  
Democracies are fragile, and our current path of hyper-partisanship and politicians 
stoking division for self-gain, if left unchecked, clearly will have as its inevitable 
conclusion the demise of our cherished republic.  FMC, a group of former Senators 
and Representatives – Democrats, Republicans and Independents – calls on our 
political leadership to unite across the political aisle in their opposition to the gut-
wrenching spectacle of the US Capitol invaded by a lawless mob.  The inauguration 
of President-Elect Joe Biden must bring about a willingness by elected officials and 
leadership from both parties to forge a way forward that puts our country and our 
democracy above parties and political gamesmanship.  The responsible path 
forward is to make powerless those who seek to divide us into opposing tribes.  
There is no ambiguity where the right side of history is today.  
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